MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Finland is celebrating 100 years of independence this year. Widely known as Finland’s national composer,
Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) has had a profound impact on Finnish culture and the image of Finland.

The Sibelius-Society of Finland, established in 1957, upholds and promotes the musical heritage of Finland’s
greatest composer, Jean Sibelius. In June 2017, the Sibelius-Society of Finland and China Symphony
Development Foundation reached an important milestone by signing a cooperation agreement to promote
Chinese - Finnish cultural relationships in the area of classical music. All 73 symphony orchestras in China
are members of this Foundation.

This cultural cooperation will begin with a series of nine concerts to be held from Nov 6" to 18™ 2017 in
Shanghai, Wuxi, Changzhou, Hefei and Ningbo. These “Music of Finland” events are part of the China
Shanghai International Arts Festival and a part of the Finland 100 years celebration.

The series of concerts is based on a selection of Sibelius piano pieces and chamber orchestra works to give
Chinese music lovers an opportunity to discover the enchanting music of Sibelius. Furthermore, a Sibelius
Seminar and piano master classes will be held in the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and in Ningbo
International Institute.

| wish these concerts, the Sibelius Seminar and piano master classes every success and | hope that the
audiences will enjoy the wonderful concert evenings ahead.
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Sauli Niinisto
The President of the Republic of Finland
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